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Dear friends,!!
Another growing season has come to a close, and it gives us a moment to reflect on a 
successful year at The Big Garden. In 2018, our educators helped more than 1500 low-
income children and youth learn how to grow their own produce and lead healthier lives 
through our garden programming. These kids tell us stories about how the garden is the 
best part of their day, and we share in their excitement. They also tell us stories about 
taking produce home from the garden on Friday, because they aren’t sure they will have 
enough to eat through the weekend. Regardless of whether the stories bring happiness or 
tears, we are grateful every day to be able to do this work.!!
The year began in our greenhouses where we grew nearly 30,000 organic vegetable, 
herb, and flower seedlings. We also began our Garden to Table middle school program 
while there was still snow on the ground. In March, we launched our new Giving Grove 
community orchard program by planting fruit trees in low-income neighborhoods and 
teaching residents how to maintain them. By April, we were teaching elementary school 
kids how to start early season crops in their school gardens through our new Farm to 
School program. In May we hired seven outstanding New Roots summer education interns 
to teach our Grow-Your-Own summer program to low-income kids. In our biggest week of 
the summer we taught 973 kids!!!
As summer moved into fall, we ramped up our elementary and middle school programming 
again. And we were glad to see that our program evaluation shows that the kids who 
participate in our programming report they are much more likely to eat fresh produce. 
While our major focus is children and youth, we understand that adults often need a little 
help getting access to and learning how to cook fresh produce. Through partnerships with 
CHI Health and Cooking Matters, we led farmers market tours for adults on WIC and 
SNAP nutrition assistance programs. In 2019 we are excited to partner with CHI Health to 
roll out our new mobile kitchen that will bring our programming to even more people!!!
It has been another bountiful year at The Big Garden. We are grateful to everyone who 
partners with us in this work. From individuals and churches, to local foundations, garden 
partners, and schools: we couldn’t do any of this without you. 
Together, we are growing healthy food, healthy kids and 
healthy communities. !!!
With gratitude,!!!!!
Nathan Morgan!
Executive Director!
nmorgan@BigGarden.org
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 HIGHLIGHTS
Farmers Market Tours


 
In partnership with Cooking Matters, 
we offered 17 free tours of Omaha-
area Farmers Markets, teaching 214 

participants, mostly women & 
children, how to select, purchase, 
and prepare fresh garden produce. 

Participants also received $930 
worth of market bucks to spend!

New Garden Builds !
Gateway Elementary School | Omaha, NE 

Magdalene House | Omaha, NE 
Conestoga Elementary School | Omaha, NE 

Morton Middle School | Omaha, NE 
Nathan Hale Middle School | Omaha, NE 
Lewis & Clark Middle School | Omaha, NE 

United Methodist Church | Colby, KS 
United Methodist Church | Dakota City, NE 

Christ United Mehtodist Church | Schuyler, NE 
Norris Middle School | Omaha, NE (rebuild)  

!
*Roughly 16 other gardens were improved or 

expanded.

Volunteers !
Throughout the year, hundreds of 

volunteers tended gardens, stuffed 
envelopes, staffed booths, painted 

faces, washed pots, planted seeds, 
swept floors, planted trees, & more. 
Volunteers in Mission (VIM) teams: 7 

Individual volunteers: 175+



 
Giving Grove Partnership 

 

 In March, we launched a community 
orchard program in partnership with Giving 

Grove in Kansas City. This program has 
enabled us to plant 61 trees and 45 

brambles at 8 sites around the Omaha-
metro this year.These trees & brambles will 

produce more than 
270,000 pounds of food 

over their lifetime!

Grow-Your-Own Program  
& New Roots Internship 

This summer we had 7 interns (including  
two certified teachers) who logged 2,940 hours 

gardening & teaching children, youth, and adults at 
33 sites across Omaha! Our educators taught a 

combined average of 76 classes each week, even 
reaching 974 participants one week! 

Our curriculum covers soil health, planting 
techniques, pollinators, permaculture, food 

systems, local foods, harvesting, and cooking. 
We are teaching participants all the skills they 

need to grow, cook, preserve, and eat  
fresh garden produce!

Farm to School 
 

Our Farm to School program reaches low-income 
elementary-age children, teaching them gardening, 

cooking, nutrition, and preserving skills. 
!

This year, we expanded our Farm to School program 
to include spring and fall sessions. In the spring, we 
taught 7 classes each week at 6 different schools, 

reaching 131 participants weekly. In the fall, we taught 
13 classes each week at 9 different schools, reaching 

an average of 354 participants weekly. 
!

Topics included: spring seeds, garden bed preparation, 
food origins, microgreens & salads, composting, 

vegetable identifucation, local foods, seed saving, 
drying herbs, food preservation, cover crops, and 

harvesting & eating root vegetables. 
This fall, classes also made pumpkin pancakes, 

which was a big hit!

 HIGHLIGHTS



!
 HIGHLIGHTS

Composting Solutions 
 

A teacher at Omaha’s Fontenelle 
Elementary expressed interest in 

composting to our Education Director. 
Through informal conversations, we 

connected them with Hillside Solutions, 
and a partnership was born! By 

composting their lunch scraps, the 
school has reduced its landfill waste 
from 30 bags a day to 3, and other 

schools are following suit!

Greenhouse Cultivation 
 

Using organic practices, our staff & 
volunteers grew nearly 30,000 open-

pollinated heirloom herbs, vegetables, and 
perennials. Seedlings were gifted free-of-

charge to our education gardens. The 
remaining plants were sold to the public at 
our 2nd annual plant sale. The sale was 
wildly successful, raising over $14,000 

to support our programs!

Refugee Assistance 
 

In September, immigrants & 
refugees living at the Yale Park 

Apartments in Omaha were displaced 
due to unsafe living conditions. Our 

educators had been gardening on-site 
with the residents, including some 

children who participate in our school 
programs. Big Garden staff pooled 
personal time & resources to move 

& refurnish homes for 
a couple of the families.



 

Garden to Table Program 
 

In partnership with the Collective for Youth, we teach 
8 after-school gardening classes in six lower-income 

Omaha middle schools. We teach 42 weeks of the year, 
for a total of 336 after-school classes, reaching an average of 

120 students each week. 
!

Participants learn to grow vegetables and herbs in their school 
garden as well as how to properly harvest, cook, preserve, 

and eat these crops through various methods. This program 
specifically highlights STEAM education through plant science 

and organic gardening techniques, nutrition, and healthy 
lifestyles. 
!

Topics have included: planting fall seedlings, making jalapeno 
jam, composting, saving tomato seeds, preparing the garden 

for winter, drying herbs, pollinators, pickling, and more!

State of Our Campus !
• Built a formal produce wash station 

• Planted 16 fruit trees outside our front gate 
• Graded and reinforced the retaining wall on 
the east side of the barn and planted native 

winter cover crops to retain the soil 
• Installed signage on our buildings 

• Renovated an upstairs office space in our 
Education Center 

• Installed a walk-in cooler in our barn 
• Built a small compost drop-off station 

• Turned & improved the soil on a large patch 
to the west of our greenhouses 

• Planted several pollinator gardens 

 HIGHLIGHTS



!Terry Abram!
Stephanie Ahlschwede!
Gail Allbery!
Greg Andersen!
Kathy Andersen!
John Andresen!
Jennifer Archer!
Abbey Babe!
Mary Bahney!
Claudia Bailey!
Dawn Bailey!
Dan Bartek!
Adriana Cisneros Basulto!
Ann Batchelder!
Matt Baum!
Carol Beaty!
Jeffrey Becker!
Cheryl Bedell!
Melissa Berry!
Wendy Biernbaum!
Tara Bilek!
Sarah Black!
Sandra Blankenship!
Brent Bloom!
Amanda Bogner!
Jacqueline Bonham!
Marnie Bothmer!
Dee Bowen!
Kimberly Bower!
Carol Bowery!
Elizabeth Boyer!
Jeff & Shirley Boyer!
Daniel Brabec!
Marlene Brady!
Barton Brandenburg!
Patricia Brasel!
Don and Barb Bredthauer!
Lynette Broderick!
Alexis Bromley!
Dwayne Brown!
Jennifer Burnett!
Nathan Campbell!
Matthew Carlson!
Caitlin Caughey!
Mark Caughey!
Ann Cerveny!
James Chambers!
Amy Cherko!
Bradley Christian-Sallis!
Kent Cisar!
April Clark!
Carl and Sharon Clark!
April Clausen!
James Conlin!
Rena Conner!

Diane Cox!
Nancy Coziahr!
Matthew Cronin!
Clay Cunningham !
Denise Cunningham-Frey!
Susan P. and David Davies!
Drew and Elisa Davies!
Kent Day!
Wendy DeBoer!
Bruce Deines!
Tina Dice!
Julie Dierberger!
Drew Dietle!
Meridith Dillon!
Cynthia Dippel!
Johnathan and Catherine Dodd!
Teri Drymalski !
Jessica Duggan!
Marguerite Dunn!
William Dwyer!
Judith Dye!
Jacqueline Endorf!
Jenelle Erb!
Arlone Farber!
Jim and Barb Farho!
Kate Ferris!
Tim Fickenscher!
Rebecca Fiebach!
Alissa Fitch!
Bridget Flaherty!
Kaitlin Foley!
Caroline Franzen!
Kiley Freeman!
Matthew Freeman!
Rhonda Freeman!
Martha Freeman !
Lynne Fritz!
Gene & Dorrie Gage!
Kristen Genier!
William and Donna Gess!
Jonathan and Marcia Ghali Bergren!
Margarite Goodenow!
Farrah Grant!
Christian Gray!
Jennifer Griffin Miller!
Deann Grovijohn!
Jodi Gustafson!
Cynthia Hadsell!
John Hall!
Levi Handley!
Lisa Hansen!
Zaeem Haq!
Kaitlin E Harvey!
Gabriela Hasanov!
Esther and DeLynn Hay!

Stephanie Heifner!
Stephanie Henderson!
Michael Hennings!
Lorraine Henry!
Matthew Heys!
Blair Higgins!
Colin Higgins!
Patricia Higgins!
Joe Higgs!
Rosey Higgs!
Robert Hoff!
Susan Hollman!
Heather Holmes!
Jennifer Hopwood!
Anthony Horner!
Karen Hovanec!
Kim Howe!
Craig Howell!
William Howell!
Julie Huard!
Gerald Hug!
Abigail Hughes!
Cindy Humphreys!
Kate Humphreys!
Natalie Hussey!
Lisa Jackson!
Sandra Jane Remus!
Diane and Larry Jensen!
Taylor Jespersen!
Linda Jess!
Maurine Johnson!
Daniel Johnston!
E. Scott Jones!
Chris Jorgensen !
Ree and Jun Kaneko!
Debbie C. Keeney!
Susan Kelley!
Sarah Kellogg!
John & Laurie Kendig!
Jessica Kennedy!
Christopher Kilroy!
Melissa Kinman!
Steven Kirkeby!
Abbi Kleinschmidt!
Alexis Kline-Stearns!
Sarah Koenig!
Sally Komrofske!
Paige Korten!
Larry Kurtz!
Carol LaCroix!
Melisa Lagasse!
Andrea Lawse!
Angela Lee!
Abby Lehmer!
Katherine Lessman

 INDIVIDUAL DONORS



!

Trisha Liakos!
Jay and Karen Lindner!
Elizabeth Lorton!
Susie Louis!
Corey Lynch!
Clare Maakestad!
JoAnn Machmuller !
Kait Madsen!
Krista Magnuson!
Margie and Dennis Magnuson!
Wanda Mandigo!
Harrison Martin!
Tammi Martin!
Diane Mattern!
Brianne Mathew!
Micah McBride!
Julie McCarty!
Chris Mcclellan!
Michael McClellan!
Sara McClure!
Patricia McGill!
Megan McGuffey!
Debra McKnight!
Andrea Micek!
Kathleen Miller!
Samantha Miller!
Moore Family!
Frances Moore!
Jane Moore!
Page Moore!
Nathan Morgan!
Kim Moy!
Duncan Murphy!
Alex Nelson!
Arlene Newell!
Rachel and Don Novak!
Denise O’Brien!
Maureen O’Brien!
Anne O’Hara!
Catherine O’Keefe Wall!
Rachel Olive !
Carol Palmeiro!
Jane Palmer!
Andrea Paret!
Christopher Parker!
Alisa Parmer!
Meryl Pereji!
Eliza Perry!

Jeffrey Phelps!
Betty Phillips!
Jonnathan Pinzon!
Mark Pohl!
Terry Price!
Scott & Madeline Quinn!
Scott Reed!
Paige Reitz!
Sandra Jane Remus!
Micah Renner!
Mark Richardson!
Fred and Carol Richart!
Ronald Rivera!
Lois Roberts!
Ron & Berdeen Roemmich!
Debra Romberger!
Michael Rosenthal!
Janna Kaye Roughead!
Amanda Ryan!
Elisabeth Saniuk!
Harlan Sayles !
Mark Schulze!
Richard Secor!
Anthony Selting!
Samantha Senda-Cook!
Adam Sherrerd!
David Shreffler!
Scott & Marjorie Shreve!
Cynthia Shuck!
David Shuler!
Sherianne Shuler!
Susanne Shuler!
Rogene and Tom Silletto!
Sarah Sjolie!
Angelica Smith!
Crystal Smith!
Patricia and Sanford Smith!
Shelley Smith!
Vanessa Smith!
Deborah Smith-Howell!
Ian Snyder!
Buffie Somers!
Brian Spencer!
Alan and Janette Stanek!
Sharene Sterling!
Marylin Stewart!
Denise Stockfeld-Strong!
Chris Stratman!

Eileen Sullivan!
Jacob Sundeen!
Lauren Swick!
Melissa & Eric Taylor!
Alice Thompson!
Andrew Tonnies!
Judy Torrens!
Jill Townsend!
Katherine Townsend!
Luanna Townsend!
Jennifer Tricker!
Jaimee Trobough!
Jeritt Tucker!
Mariano Uberti!
Shaylea Valentine!
Deborah Van Fleet!
Cynthia Vana!
Taylor Vann!
Klare Veath!
Laura Vinson!
Laura and Gus von Roenn!
Michael Von Weihe!
Adella Wacker!
Terri Wagman!
Benjamin Wallace!
Julie Wasser!
Sherri Waugh!
Adam Weaver!
Diana Weir!
Matthew Wettengel!
Marta Wheeler!
Elizabeth Whited !
Teresa Whitehead!
Bob Whitehouse!
B. Kate Wiig!
Betty Wiles!
Nancy Williams!
Jennifer Wilson!
Lisa Wilson!
Kay Wilwerding!
Laura Wilwerding!
Carol Windrum!
William Wishart!
Judy and Dana Wolf!
Matt Wurth!
Kietryn Zychal

 INDIVIDUAL DONORS, continued

Note: If your name was omitted from this list, please accept our sincerest apologies and contact us so we 
may properly recognize your gift. Furthermore, we are not given names of groups or individuals who donate 

through the United Methodist Women New York office, so, unfortunately we are unable to recognize you.



!AgriBank!
ASMWaypoint!
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska!
Bluestem Prairie Foundation!
CHI Health!
Collective for Youth!
Condor XRM LLC!
Countryside United Methodist Church | Topeka, KS!
Farm Credit Services of America!
First United Methodist Chuch | Victoria, TX!
First United Methodist Church!
First United Methodist Church | Columbus, NE!
First United Methodist Church | Omaha, NE!
First United Methodist Church | Waverly, NE!
First United Methodist Church | Waverly, NE!
Giger Foundation!
The Giving Grove!
Great Plains Conference of the United Methodist Church!
GreenSlate Development | Omaha, NE!
Health/Wellness Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church | Emporia, KS!
Kansas City Community Gardens, Inc.!
Koley Jessen Attorneys!
LGT Transport, LLC!
Loveland Garden Club!
Lozier Foundation!
Mammel Family Foundation!
Missouri River District of the United Methodist Church!
Morrissey Engineering!
Mutual of Omaha Foundation!
Nebraska United Methodist Foundation!
Nelnet Foundation!
Omaha Community Foundation - Fund for Omaha!
Omaha Community Foundation - Jetton Fund!
One Source!
RDG Planning and Design!
Richard Secor!
Rotary Foundation!
James C. Semerad Foundation!
Scoular Foundation!
Sherwood Foundation!
Slate Architecture!
St. Andrew United Methodist Church | Omaha, NE!
St. Luke United Methodist Church | Omaha, NE!
St. Mark United Methodist Churc | Lincoln, NE!
Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist Church!
Trinity United Methodist Church | Culbertson, NE!
UMW of Asbury United Methodist Church | Prairie Village, KS!
UMW of Atchison United Methodist Church | Atchison, KS!
UMW of Bellwood United Methodist Church | Bellwood, NE!
UMW of Christ United Methodist Church | Lincoln, NE!
UMW of Church of the Resurrection | Leawood, KS!
UMW of Council Grove United Methodist Church | Council Grove, KS!
UMW of Crestview United Methodist Church | Topeka, KS!
UMW of Crossroads United Methodist Church | Lansing, KS!
UMW of Faith Westwood United Methodist Church | Omaha, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Baxter Springs, KS!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Benedict, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Blair, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Columbus, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Fairbury, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Lincoln, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Norfolk, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | O'Neill, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Omaha, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Pawnee City, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Plattsmouth, NE!

UMW of First United Methodist Church | Randolph, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Sabetha, KS!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Sterling, KS!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Stromsburg, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Tekamah, NE!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Valley Center, KS!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Wamego, KS!
UMW of First United Methodist Church | Waverly, NE!
UMW of Grace United Methodist Church | Crete, NE!
UMW of Hanscom Park United Methodist Church | Omaha, NE!
UMW of Hiattville United Methodist Church | Fort Scott, KS!
UMW of Loretto United Methodist Church | Albion, NE!
UMW of Lowman United Methodist Church | Topeka, KS!
UMW of New Hope United Methodist Church | Lincoln, NE!
UMW of Rockbrook United Methodist Church | Omaha, NE!
UMW of St. Paul United Methodist Church | Elmwood, NE!
UMW of St. Paul United Methodist Church | Omaha, NE!
UMW of St. Paul United Methodist Church | Dayton, OH!
UMW of the Great Plains United Methodist Conference!
UMW of Trinity United Mehtodist Church | Culbertson, NE!
UMW of Trinity United Methodist Church | Ralston, NE!
UMW of Zion United Methodist Church | Archer, NE!
Union Pacific Foundation!
United Methodist Church | Milford, NE!
United Methodist Health Ministry Fund!
United Methodist Women | Alliance, NE!
United Methodist Women | Berryton, KS!
United Methodist Women | Blue River District!
United Methodist Women | Central City, NE!
United Methodist Women | Corbin, KS!
United Methodist Women | Dodge City District!
United Methodist Women | Dorchester, NE!
United Methodist Women | Douglas, NE!
United Methodist Women | Elkhart, KS!
United Methodist Women | Ellis, KS!
United Methodist Women | Exeter, NE!
United Methodist Women | Flint Hills District!
United Methodist Women | Friend, NE!
United Methodist Women | Gretna, NE!
United Methodist Women | Haigler, NE!
United Methodist Women | Hay Springs, NE!
United Methodist Women | Hutchinson District!
United Methodist Women | Martell, NE!
United Methodist Women | Meriden, KS!
United Methodist Women | Murdock, NE!
United Methodist Women | Nehawka, NE!
United Methodist Women | New York, NY!
United Methodist Women | Potter, NE!
United Methodist Women | Seward, NE!
United Methodist Women | Smith Center, KS!
United Methodist Women | Spencer, NE!
United Methodist Women | St. Paul, NE!
United Methodist Women | Stilwell, KS!
United Methodist Women | Tonganoxie, KS!
United Methodist Women | Topeka District!
United Methodist Women | Wayne, NE!
United Way of the Midlands!
Urban Abbey | Omaha, NE!
William & Ruth Scott Family Foundation

 GROUP/ORGANIZATION DONORS



 

 IN-KIND DONORS
The following farms & businesses provided food, discounts, tours, or served as visiting farmers for our 
classes: 
Big Muddy Urban Farm

Bountiful Blossoms Bee Company: Carol Fassbinder-Orth

Doe's & Diva's Dairy

Grainolia

Heartland Organics: Gene & Dorrie Gage

Miller Dohrmann Farm

Old Tree Farm

One Farm: Danelle Myer

O’Tillie Pork & Pantry

Rhizosphere Farm

Rolling Acres Farm: Denise O'Brien and Larry Harris

Soular Power Plate
!
The following individuals made significant donations to our campus, classes, and events: 
Don and Barb Bredthauer: freezer chest

Nick Bonham: extensive labor assistance

Matt Carlson: barn mural

Micole Harms-Brazell: Spanish translation

Matt Noble: mushrooms

Deb Keeney Wallace: event staffing

Scott Yahnke: mini-pumpkins for Harvest Festival
 !

Additional thanks to the countless volunteers who donated their time and energy to support our work. 
Special thanks to the volunteers who staffed our Harvest Festival haunted greenhouse. 

And to the hundreds of United Methodist Women who wrote thousands of plant tags for us!

FINANCIALS

4%

57%
23%

16%

Donations United Methodist Church
Grants Earned Income

56%

44%

Core Mission Support Programming

Expenses through 10/31/18!
$511,218

Income through 10/31/18!
$592,160



 
Staff !
Nathan Morgan, Executive Director 
Cait Caughey, Director of Education 
Matt Freeman, Director of Operations & Development 
Jaimee Trobough, Director of Marketing & Communications 
Stephanie Finklea, Education Coordinator 
Kay Wilwerding, Education Assistant & Volunteer Coordinator 
Alajia McKizia, Education Assistant 
Erin Higgins, Education Assistant

Summer Interns 
 
Shayna Sterling 
Cat Henning 
Alajia McKizia 
Mioux Stabler 
Lauren Marolis 
Kye Madsen 
Maureen O’Brien

Mission !
The Big Garden's mission is to 

cultivate food security by 
developing community gardens, 
creating opportunities to serve, 

and providing education on 
issues related to hunger.

Board of Directors !
President: Dwayne Brown, Principal at Architect Slate Architecture 
Vice President: Bradley Christian-Sallis, Civic Nebraska 
Secretary: Dr. Marjorie Shreve, Missouri River District UMW 
Treasurer: Mike Ramsey, Mutual of Omaha 
Michael McClellan, McClellan Law Office 
Craig Howell, Alliance for a Better Omaha 
Melissa Taylor, Mutual of Omaha 
Pat McGill, Great Plains ConferenceUnited Methodist Women 
Marcia Ghali Bergren, LIMHP | MSW 
Amanda Boger, President of Energy Studio

LEADERSHIP

2018 was our most successful Omaha Gives fundraiser ever, with nearly 300 individuals donating 
over $25,000 to support our programs! We are incredibly thankful for that support! THANK YOU!



The Big Garden!
5602 Read Street!
Omaha, NE 68152!

info@BigGarden.org!

www.BigGarden.org!
Facebook: The Big Garden!

Twitter: @thebiggarden!
Instagram: biggardenomaha
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