
Start an herb garden for pennies 
from: Preparedness Mama 

Which plants can you use to make cuttings? 
This simple technique, once mastered can be used on any perennial plant that has a stalk.  
With only a few exceptions. Taking stem cuttings does not work on plants that come right out 
of the ground in a big clump, like aloe and hosta, bulbing plants like garlic or chives, and 
grasses or annuals. Those are best propagated by division or seed. 

That still leaves a lot that it will work with. Propagation by stem cuttings works fantastic on 
these herbs: 

Lavender 
Rosemary 
Thyme 
Oregano 
Mint 
Basil 
Marjoram 
Sage 
Winter Savory 
Summer Savory 
Scented Geraniums 
Monarda 
Sweet Woodruff 
Lemon Balm 
Lemon Verbena 
Pineapple Sage 

Types of Cuttings 
There are three kinds of stem cutting you might take – softwood, semihardwood and 
hardwood. It will depend on the maturity of the plant which you get. The best time to make 
softwood cuttings is from the spring to late summer as plants are still growing. Clip off a stem 
of rosemary and you can tell a softwood cutting, the end 3 inches is probably very green and 
pliable.The softwood section will root the quickest, sometimes only requiring water to root. 

Next on the stalk is the semihardwood section. It is still somewhat pliable but is turning 
brown. You may get this section to root in water but success most likely comes with rooting in 
soil or sand. This is best done after the active growing season, usually in the summer or early 
fall. 



The hardwood part of the stalk will be last years growth and will resemble a stick. It will not 
bend, only break. Rooting this part of a stalk will require rooting hormone and soil or sand. Of 
course not all plants will have this stage of growth. If you look closely at a mint plant you will 
see that it is only a softwood stem. All plants that winter over above ground will have a 
hardwood part of the stalk. 
 

How to propagate herbs from cuttings 



Take cutting from several stalks of the plant you want to propagate. I made my cuttings about 
10 inches long. You should use sharp garden shears and clean them with rubbing alcohol after 
each plant. You don’t want to spread disease! 

Make new cuts based on the way the stalk looks – separating softwood and semihardwood 
sections. 

Pinch off the lower set of leaves 



Cut below a leaf and remove two sections of leaves at the node. The joint on a stem where a 
leaf starts to grow is a node. The ares of stem between joints is the internode. This section is 
where the roots will begin to emerge. You should be careful to pinch off the leaf, never tear it 
away from the stalk. It will ruin the node and may introduce disease. I just pinch these off with 
my fingernails (clean hands of course.) You could also use a knife or clippers, but I find these 
cumbersome for the small job. 
 

  

Rosemary cuttings ready for growing medium 



Now your cuttings should look like this – ready to go into the growing medium. You can use a 
soil / sand mix in a used 6 cell plant tray or just use fresh water. 

The greatest threat to your small cutting is loss of water through the leaves that remain. To 
minimize this, you can create a mini greenhouse around the plants. This will provide high 
humidity while the stalks produce roots. 

Stem Propagation: New plants in 3 to 4 weeks  

Rooted rosemary cuttings after 3 weeks 

Place your cuttings into a small jar of water and cover it with a plastic bag. No leaves should be 
in the water. Your cuttings need to be in a well light area but not in direct sunlight. Keep an 
eye on it and change the water once a week or as needed. That’s all there is to it! In 3-4 weeks 
you will have roots growing from the node areas and you can plant them into potting soil. 

Cover the cuttings with a plastic bag until they root  


